DIPLOMACY

at this function, and had a conversation with the
Emperor. * He was/ he recorded afterwards, * in very
good spirits and spoke to me a little longer than
usual, talking about the Duchess of Edinburgh/
From the drill hall in which the parade was held the
Emperor went to the Palace of the Grand Duchess
Catherine. From there he drove back to the Winter
Palace, accompanied by his usual escort of ten Cossacks
and by a police officer in a single open sleigh. On
turning into the Champ de Mars a bomb was thrown
under the brougham, killing two of his escort. The
Emperor was much shaken by the explosion and
received a slight cut on the face. The coachman
assured him that the brougham had not been badly
damaged and that he could be driven back to the
palace. He insisted on getting out of the carriage in
order to attend to those of his escort who had been
wounded. He was seen to cross himself and to lean
on the arm of one of his escort. He asked the man
to lend him a handkerchief, but the Cossack replied
that his own was too dirty. c Never mind/ said the
Emperor. It was at that moment that the second
bomb was thrown. The Tsar's legs were shattered
and he received wounds in the lower part of the
body. They placed him on the police officer's sleigh
and drove back rapidly to the Winter Palace.

Lord Dufferin had taken off his uniform and was
sitting in his study reading the newspaper. He heard
a 'violent report like a cannon' and immediately
supposed that some Nihilist outrage had been at-
tempted. A few minutes later (for the Embassy was
close to the scene of the assassination) they came to
tell him that the Emperor had been wounded by a